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Parents’ Association (PA) Meeting Minutes
September 8, 2025

Attendees:

PA Executive

Neemet McDowell (Chair)
Darrel Siegle (Vice-Chair)
Taren Phillips (Secretary)

QMS Staff

Heather Bartfai, Director of Alumni, Community & Donor Engagement
Jess Dobson, Advancement Events Coordinator

Hayley Picard, Director of Marketing & Communications

PA Members

Nathalie M., Erika M., Ashley H., Tania T., Nicky W., Stephanie B., Martha M., Laura H., Heather T.,
Heather M., Malti D., Kris R., Jemima M., Jessica B., Michelle G., Krystal R., Lucy Z., Catherine R., James
N., Nicolette J., Cari B., Hilary N., Jessica H., Pam T., Asti W., Cynthia L., Shoorabeer S., Rajni D.,
Margaret K., Lisa D., Tina J-R.

e Call to Order 8:31am (Neemet)
e Territorial Acknowledgement (Neemet)
e Welcome and Introductions
o All attendees introduced themselves.
e Attendance (recorded)
e Approval of Minutes from June 2, 2025
o Natalie - approved; Laura — seconded; all in favor.

Reports
Chair: Neemet McDowell

e We have many school fundraisers to look forward to and planning for the Holiday Market & Fair
has already begun.

e HMF Santa will be roaming the campus for photo opportunities, free of charge!

e [f you are interested in volunteering to help with the holiday market, or other events, please let us
know. There are many options for volunteers, and any time commitment is greatly appreciated! It
is a great way to get involved with the school and meet other parents, staff and students.
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e QOur aim is to make the PA a welcoming and inclusive space, where parents can interact with each
other and foster a connection with the school as well as share valuable feedback that helps the
school grow and improve.

e The PA will now be hosting monthly meetings in an alternating schedule of morning meetings
(8:30am at the school) and evening meetings (7:00pm via Zoom) in the hopes that this will enable
more parents to attend.

Vice-Chair: Darrel Siegle
e We have been busy ramping up for this year.
e Always looking at ways to simplify things and to move sign-ups and order forms online.

Secretary: Taren Phillips
e Looking forward to an exciting year ahead!
e Aiming to streamline volunteers this year to make things flow more seamlessly.

Past-Chair: Natalie MacGregor

e The Holiday Market & Fair raises ~$25,000 each year and the funds raised are invested in items
that improve the school (for example, the new gazebo outside of Founders’ Hall, floor coverings for
the Sports Hall, additional outdoor seating etc.)

e Provides the link between the school and the parents and local community.

e Coordinates the annual Wish List with the teachers and the PA.

Nominations
e Michelle Gergely has been nominated for the position of Treasurer, motion carried.
o Michelle to be set up with signing authority at ISCU.
e Asti Williams has been nominated for the position of Community Welfare, motion carried.
e Wishing our new PA executive members a warm welcome!

Guest Speaker

Ander Monro, Head of School

e Believes that great schools ensure that the students know that their opinions matter and that their
feedback helps shape the future of the school.

e Parents are integral to the fabric of a great school.

e |t is wonderful to see so many parents here today willing to help increase the experience for
children at QMS!

e Ander has three boys at the school, which brings another level of investment as there is nothing
more important and special at a school than the kids. Anything we can do to maximize our rolls as
staff to benefit them is important.

e [tisimportant that leaders are open to feedback and are willing to follow up on it.

e The school always welcomes feedback from parents and families.

e There are lots of events and initiatives coming up, stay tuned!
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e In exciting news, the foundation has been built for the newest building on campus, which will host
the mechanic workshop for the Classics for Kids automobile program.

e Asthe year moves forward, we hope to keep Xavier’s Rasul-Jankovics' name alive as we continue to
honour him. Don’t shy away from mentioning it and continue to support each other as a
community.

o We are coordinating efforts for ways to help Xavier’s family, including a link for a food train
that has been emailed to QMS families and the hope of creating a foundation in his name.

For Discussion and Updates

Staff Appreciation Day
o Acknowledges everyone who works at the school for their hard work and dedication. At the

end of June the PA had the Gelato Truck come to campus for staff to enjoy a treat after
lunch.

2025 Wish List
o Lastyear, $22,000 was contributed towards the Wish List, which included new stage raisers

for assemblies & concerts, additional picnic tables for Junior and Senior school, a shade
shelter for the ECE & new QMS event tents.

Fundraising Ideas for 2025-26
o Mabel’s Labels (year-round). Labels for all of your school and household needs! Available at

mabelslabels.ca (select QMS as the fundraiser before you purchase).

o Created by Kids (Sept 8-25). Run by parent Cynthia, this fundraiser focuses on Junior School
students to use their creativity and imagination to create artwork which can be turned into
beautiful keepsakes (puzzles, pillows, mugs, blankets, cards, etc...) The options are endless!

= Students bring home an order form with their artwork and orders are placed online.

= You can submit multiple art pieces, including personal photography.

= Parent volunteers are needed to help organize orders and distribute to the students.
Please contact the PA if you are interested in helping out!

Grade Reps
o PA volunteers help coordinate with parents to share information about upcoming events,

volunteer opportunities and fundraisers.
o Grade Reps help collect donations and prepare Silent Auction baskets for the HMF.

HMF Raffle
o Last year 15t Prize was $1250, 2" prize was a set of tires, 3" was Hullo Ferry passes

o If your business is interested in donating a prize for our raffle, please let us know.
o Aiming to promote payment by e-transfer this year.

Community Fun Nights (Spring and Fall)
o A fun opportunity for families to get together in an informal setting.
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o Senior school volunteers may be available to help entertain kids while the parents enjoy the
chance to socialize.

Holiday Market & Fair
o Next planning meeting, September 15% at 8:15am in Karin Quinn Hall. All parents invited.

All meeting minutes are posted on the parent portal for reference, and any questions can be emailed
to gmspac@gms.bc.ca.

Next Meeting:
Monday, October 6th at 7:00pm via ZOOM.
Meeting Adjourned, 9:50am (Neemet)

September Zoom Meeting Recording: https://gms-ca.zoom.us/rec/share/GlOcpdyA ruaR56Em7ZM-
lzyvZgW{Vt9ilpGSyoFyffLaAgwcRhRa9mX4iv65aAr.E4if1luQidObbgsC4

Passcode: UV4ACAPI#
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