
For over 100 years, Queen Margaret’s School (QMS) has offered an exceptional education 
grounded in building confidence, character and compassion. Our students thrive through 
signature programs that emphasize experiential and inquiry-based learning, sustainability 
and environmental stewardship and entrepreneurial thinking.

Be curious. Be kind. Be brave. Be you.
Simple yet powerful values that guide tomorrow’s trailblazers—because at QMS, no two 
journeys are the same. Opportunities abound for students to explore dynamic programming, 
athletics and co-curricular activities that ignite excitement for learning and inspire a passion 
to look deeper. Whether in the classroom, on the field, on stage or in the equestrian ring, 
QMS nurtures confident, capable students ready to embrace their future.

Nestled on 30 beautiful acres in the heart of the Cowichan Valley, QMS offers a diverse 
range of programs designed to spark curiosity and growth. The Equestrian Centre at QMS—
the only one of its kind in Canada—provides enriched equine-facilitated leadership and 
rider training while Innisfree Farm offers space for farm-to-table learning, applied skills and 
wellness programs. We continually integrate academic and co-curricular experiences to 
create meaningful and inspiring opportunities for every student.

Our day and boarding students are part of a diverse, inclusive and welcoming community 
where each individual is seen and valued. Deep community connections flourish through 
service learning, entrepreneurship, the fine arts, social justice initiatives and environmental 
stewardship.

QMS is accredited by the British Columbia Ministry of Education and Canadian Accredited 
Independent Schools (CAIS) and we are proud members of TABS, FISA, ISABC and Equestrian 
Canada.
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The Class of 2025

100%
of students who applied

received post-secondary admission

Leadership & 
Co-curricular Program
QMS offers a broad variety of co-curricular activities that 
connect students with our local community, inspire 
service and philanthropic efforts, develop environmental 
stewardship knowledge and provide leadership growth 
opportunities outside of the classroom. With over 27 clubs 
and programs to choose from each year, every student in 
Grades 8–12 can find a pursuit that interests them.

Experiential Learning & 
Outdoor Education 
Our approach places students’ questions, ideas and 
observations at the centre of the learning experience. 
Through open-ended investigations, students build their 
knowledge and deepen their understanding by making 
reasonable connections, developing evidence-based 
research skills and proposing creative solutions. All students 
in Kindergarten through Grade 12 participate in outdoor 
education trips, ranging from trail hiking and ocean kayaking 
to canoe portaging and caving.

Athletics 
At Queen Margaret’s School, students have the opportunity 
to participate in both varsity and recreational  sports. Our 
soccer, badminton, basketball, cross country, mountain 
bike, track & field and wrestling teams regularly advance to 
regional and provincial finals, with our girls’ rugby 7s team 
capturing the provincial title in 2025. Participation continues 
to grow on other teams, including field hockey, volleyball 
and tennis.

QMS is also proud to be the first school in Canada to field an 
Interscholastic Equestrian Association (IEA) hunt seat team, 
with one of our athletes achieving a national title in 2025.

British Columbia 
Grading System
This marking outline is used by all 
schools in the Province of British 
Columbia. The Province awards 
an Honours level of study to those 
students achieving at 80% or better. 
Only the top 3%–5% of students in 
the Province of BC will perform at a 
straight A level.

86–100%     =   A � Excellent or Outstanding Performance 

73–85%       =   B         Very Good Performance 

67–72%        =   C+     Good Performance 

60–66%       =   C        Satisfactory Performance 

50–59%       =   C—    Minimally Acceptable Performance 
 
0–49%          =   F  

Academic Schedule and 
Reporting Timelines 
QMS’ academic timetable is linear, 
with courses beginning in September 
and ending in June. QMS has two 
terms of study with three reporting 
periods and marking is cumulative 
to the most recent reporting period. 
Students in Grades 8, 9 and 10 take 
eight courses and Grades 11 and 
12 take six or seven courses per 
calendar year. 

GPA and Ranking Policy 
QMS does not calculate GPA, nor 
do we rank our students.  

Standardized Testing 
Preparation for standardized testing 
is not part of our school program.

58
Graduates

$1.43M
in Scholarships/Bursaries 

Awarded

15
QMS “Lifers” Graduated  
(6+ Years of Attendance)

11,000
Service HoursOffers of Acceptance

213



English

Math

Social Studies

Sciences

Modern
Languages

Art, Design Skills
& Technologies

•  Concert Band 9
•  Cooking and Food Studies 9 
•  Drama 9
•  Intro to Woodworking 9
•  Media Arts 9 
•  Musical Theatre 9
•  Nature Lab 9
•  Robotics and Coding 9 
•  Visual Arts 9

•  Concert Band 10
•  Concert Choir 10
•  Culinary Arts 10 
•  Exploratory Drama 10
•  Film and TV Intro 10 
•  Material Art 10 
•  Musical Theatre 10
•  Pottery 10 
•  Sewing & Textiles 10
•  Visual Art 10 
•  Woodworking 10

•  Accounting 11 
•  Acting for the Stage 
    & Screen 11
•  Automotive Restoration 11
•  Concert Band 11
•  Culinary Arts 11 
•  Film and TV Advanced 11
•  Film and TV Intro 11 
•  Material Art 11
•  Musical Theatre 11
•  Pottery 11
•  Sewing & Textiles 11
•  Visual Art 11

• Acting for the Stage 
    & Screen  12
•  AP 2-D Art 
•  AP Drawing
•  Automotive Restoration 12
•  Concert Band 12
•  Culinary Arts 12 
•  E-Commerce 12
•  Film and TV Advanced 12
•  Film and TV Intro 12
•  Material Art 12 
•  Musical Theatre 12
•  Pottery 12 
•  Visual Art 12

•  French 9  
•  Spanish 9 

•  French 10  
•  Intro to Spanish 11

•  French 11 
•  Intro to Spanish 11 
•  Spanish 11

•  French 12 
•  Spanish 12

•  Science 9 •  Science 10 •  Biology  11 Pre AP
•  Chemistry 11 
•  Chemistry 11 Pre AP
•  Environmental Science 11
•  Life Sciences 11 
•  Medical Sciences 11
•  Physics 11 

•  AP Biology
•  Anatomy and Physiology 12
•  Chemistry 12
•  Environmental Science 12
•  Physics 12

•  20th Century World 
    History 12
•  AP Microeconomics/
     AP Macroeconomics
     (alternating years)
•  AP Psychology 12
•  Comparative Cultures 12 
•  Contemporary Indigenous
     Studies 12
•  Human Geography 12
•  Law Studies 12
•  Philosophy 12

Please see Grade 12 courses•  Model United Nations 10
•  Social Studies 10 

•  Social Studies 9

•  Principles of Math 9 •  Foundations of Mathematics
     and Pre-Calculus 10
•  Workplace Math 10

•  Computer Science 11
•  Pre-Calculus 11  

•  AP Calculus AB
•  AP Statistics
•  Calculus 12
•  Computer Science 12 
•  Foundations of Math 12
•  Pre-Calculus 12
•  Statistics 12

•  English 9 •  English First Peoples: 
     New Media & Writing  10

•  Literary Studies 11 •  AP English Literature & 
Composition 12

•  English Studies 12
4 years required

3 years required

3 years required

3 years required

2 years required

Discipline Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

Equestrian • Equestrian Athlete 10 • Equestrian Athlete 11 • Equestrian Athlete 12

• Equestrian Science:  
Anatomy & Physiology 11 

• Equestrian Science:  
Anatomy & Physiology 10 

• Equestrian Science: Exploring 
Veterinary Pathways 12
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AP Course Offerings 
QMS is pleased to offer a variety of Advanced Placement courses to students
in our Senior School. We encourage our scholars to challenge themselves 
and pursue their areas of passion. Courses are dependent on student interest
and vary year to year. 

	 •  AP Art and Design (2-D and Drawing)   
	

	 •  AP Biology   
 
•  AP Calculus AB  

	 •  AP Chemistry  
	 •  AP English Literature & Composition
	 •  AP Microeconomics/AP Macroeconomics (alternating years) 
	 •  AP Statistics
	 •  AP Psychology 

 

University Admissions
The curriculum offered by QMS is college/university preparatory and all students take an academic program which qualifies them for post-secondary 
entrance. In most years, more than 96% of graduates are accepted to a four-year university program. Graduates from the Classes of 2019–2025 were 
accepted to the following universities and colleges: 

Acadia University 
Alberta College of Art & Design 
Bishop’s University
Brandon University 
British Columbia Institute of Technology 
Brock University    
Camosun College   
Capilano College   
Carlton University   
CDI College 
Concordia University 
Dalhousie University    
Douglas College 
George Brown College 

Huron University College
Kings University College 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University
Lakehead University 
Langara College   
McGill University   
McMaster University
Mount Allison University   
Mount Royal University   
North Island College 
Olds College
Ontario College of Art & Design 
Ontario Tech University   
Queen’s University   

Selkirk College 
Sheridan College 
Simon Fraser University  
Southern Alberta Institute of Technology  
Thompson Rivers University   
Toronto Metropolitan University   
Trent University   
University of Alberta    
University of British Columbia   
University of Calgary    
University of Guelph   
University of King’s College
University of Lethbridge
University of Northern British Columbia   

University of Ottawa  
University of Prince Edward Island  
University of Regina 
University of Saskatchewan
University of Toronto   
University of Victoria   
University of Waterloo   
University of Windsor   
Vancouver Island University   
Western University  
Wilfrid Laurier University 
York University 

Berklee School of Music
Boston University
California Institute of the Arts
Case Western Reserve University
Fordham University
George Washington University
Harvard University
Indiana University
Loyola University New Orleans
Maryland Institute of Art
Michigan State University

New York University
Northeastern University
Ohio State University
Otis College of Art & Design
PACE University
Parsons School of Design
Penn State
Pepperdine University
Purdue University
Rhode Island School of Design
Rutgers University

Savannah College of Art and Design
School of the Art Institute of Chicago
School of Visual Arts
The New School
University of Arizona
University of California—Berkeley
University of California—Davis
University of California—Irvine
University of California—Merced
University of California—Riverside
University of California—Santa Barbara

University of California—Santa Cruz
University of Hawai‘i at Hilo
University of Illinois
University of Maryland
University of Massachusetts
University of Oregon
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Rochester
University of Southern California
University of Washington
Yale University

Cardiff University
City University London
Chinese University of Hong Kong
Durham University
Hartpury College
Hong Kong Polytechnic University
Hong Kong University of Science 
  and Technology
Imperial College

International Christian University (Japan)
Istanbul Medipol University
King’s College London
KOC University
Lancaster University
London School of Economics 
  and Political Science
Queen Mary University of London
Universidad de Monterrey

Universidad Iberoamericana
University College London
University of Birmingham
University of Brighton
University of Bristol
University of East Anglia
University of Edinburgh
University of Leeds
University of Manchester

University of Melbourne
University of New South Wales
University of St. Andrews
University of Sussex
University of Sydney
University of Warwick
University of Western Australia
University of the Arts London
Yeditepe University

Art /Fine Arts/Architecture (5)
Armed Forces & Trades (3)
Business/Commerce/Finance (7)
Criminology (2)
Engineering/Computer Sciences (5)
Equine Care & Animal Physiology (2) 
GAP Year (5) 
Health Sciences/Pre-Med/Nursing (7)

Humanities (5)
Kinesiology (2)
Mathematics (2) 
Political Science (2)
Psychology (2)
Science (6)
Social Sciences (3)

Areas of Study
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